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State's Birth Rate linked to 
Economic Performance
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Number of births

68892

70299

72539

74064

72158

70843

67117

64062

62388

61620

58433

54600

52018

53044

52718

51089

49304

48255

48787

50655

52775
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53924
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75554

75174

74033

72225

68930

Forecast

Republic of Ireland’s 
birth rate peaks as 
economy declines

Fianna Fáil Budget causes down turn in 
Irish economy for most of the 1980s - 
high unemployment & mass emigration

Emigration figure peaks at 
200,000 five years into recession

Unemployment rate reaches 
an all-time high of 17.3% 

Intel invests in Ireland followed 
by Microsoft and Google

Ireland cited as one of the 
world's wealthiest nations

Euro currency 
introduced in Ireland

Ireland has the best 
quality of life in the world 
- The Economist

Sept - Global 
Financial Crisis hits 

Ireland is the first 
EU country to enter 
into Recession

IMF Irish bail out 
€66.5 billion

Economic recovery 
is firmly under way: 
- Rising employment
- Strong consumer sentiment 
- Recovering retail sales

High Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI) & low corporate tax rate 
transforms the Irish economy 

Unemployment rate reaches 
record all-time low of 3.7% 

Ireland is o�cially 
out of recession


